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Johnstown 255-2814
Somerset 443-6508Formica Optical

Eye Glasses • Eye Exams • Contact Lenses • Repairs

COMPLETE EYE CARE!

Stuart Neft, OD / Monica Theroux. OD
www.formicaoptical.com
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Cambria County  
Foster Grandparent Program

•  Age 55+ & willing to serve at least 15 hours weekly
•  Volunteer in local educational settings, Pre-K, & daycares
• Receive a tax-free monetary stipend
•  Enrich children’s lives & earn a sense of purpose

“Please Call” 

814-536-9009

Become a Foster Grandparent

52nd Somerset Antiques, 
Artisans   Ales

On the streets of  Somerset, PA 
Saturday, August 12, 2023

Show - 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Rain or Shine! Free Admission.
In addition to our antiques, collectibles, and primitives, 

we will spice things up with local ales and spirits, live music, 
and juried artists! Space Available!

Free parking in county parking garage on E. Catherine Street
Food Trucks & Food Vendors. No Pets Please.

Exit 110 of PA Turnpike, Somerset
Sponsored by the Somerset County Chamber of 

Commerce & Somerset Trust Company
Contact: 814/445-6431 or 

info@somersetcountychamber.com
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likelihood of such events.
Wildfires aren’t unusual in Hawaii,

but the weather of the past few weeks
created the fuel for a devastating blaze
and, once ignited, the high winds creat-
ed the disaster, said Thomas Smith, an
associate professor in environmental
geography at the London School of Eco-
nomics and Political Science.

The vegetation in the lowland areas
of Maui is particularly parched this year,
with below-average precipitation in the
spring, and hardly any rainfall this sum-
mer.

The Big Island is also currently see-
ing blazes, Mayor Mitch Roth said, al-
though there had been no reports of in-
juries or destroyed homes there.

Aerial video from Lahaina showed
dozens of homes and businesses razed.

Smoking heaps of rubble lay piled high
next to the waterfront, boats in the har-
bor were scorched, and gray smoke hov-
ered over the leafless skeletons of
charred trees.

“It’s horrifying. I’ve flown here 52
years and I’ve never seen anything come
close to that,” said Richard Olsten, a he-
licopter pilot for a tour company. “We
had tears in our eyes.”

Search-and-rescue teams are fan-
ning out in the devastated areas in the
hopes of finding survivors, Adam Wein-
traub, communication director for the
Hawaii Emergency Management Agen-
cy, said on “Good Morning America.”

Addressing the fear that there could
be additional deaths, Weintraub ac-
knowledged “these were large and fast-
moving fires, and it’s only recently that
we’ve started to get our arms around
them and contain them. So, we’re hop-
ing for the best, but we’re prepared for
the worst.”

About 14,500 customers in Maui

were without power early Wednesday.
With cell service and phone lines down
in some areas, many people were strug-
gling to check in with friends and family
members living near the wildfires. Some
were posting messages on social media.

Maj. Gen. Kenneth Hara, from the
Hawaii State Department of Defense,
told reporters Wednesday night that of-
ficials were working to get communica-
tions restored, to distribute water, and
possibly adding law enforcement per-
sonnel. He said National Guard helicop-
ters had dropped 150,000 gallons of wa-
ter on the Maui fires.

The Coast Guard said it rescued 14
people who jumped into the water to es-
cape flames and smoke, including two
children.

Among those injured were three peo-
ple with critical burns who were flown
to Oahu, officials said.

Bissen said at a news conference
Wednesday that officials hadn’t yet be-
gun investigating the immediate cause

of the fires, but officials did point to the
combination of dry conditions, low hu-
midity and high winds.

President Joe Biden ordered all avail-
able federal assets to help with the re-
sponse. He said the Hawaii National
Guard had mobilized helicopters to help
with fire suppression as well as search-
and-rescue efforts.

Mauro Farinelli, of Lahaina, said the
winds started blowing hard on Tuesday,
and then a fire started up on a hillside.

“It just ripped through everything
with amazing speed,” he said, adding it
was “like a blowtorch.”

The winds were so strong they blew
his garage door off its hinges and
trapped his car in the garage, Farinelli
said. So a friend drove him, along with
his wife, Judit, and dog, Susi, to an evac-
uation shelter. He had no idea what had
happened to their home.

“We’re hoping for the best,” he said,
“but we’re pretty sure it’s gone.”

Fires
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National Memorial.

Where and When 

Take Route 281 north 1.7 miles to US
219 north. Travel 8.7 miles north on US
219 to the Stoystown/Jennerstown/US
30 exit; turn right on US 30 East. Travel
8.5 miles on US 30 East. Turn right into
the park entrance. The entrance will be
marked with official National Park Ser-
vice signs.

The event will begin at 8 p.m., 20
minutes before nightfall, with an orien-
tation to the national park.

Registering for event

To register go to
www.flight93friends.org/events, visit
the event page and click on Friends Un-
der the Stars. Participants will be noti-
fied via email if there is a cancellation
due to possible weather conditions
changes.

What to expect

The public will be able to view the
night sky through various telescopes on
site. One of the best meteor 

showers of the year returns with
peak activity this month, making for the
perfect end to the summer for sky gaz-
ing.

Participants may be able to view Sat-
urn and the Perseids, a prolific meteor
shower associated with the comet
Swift-Tuttle that is predicted to put on a
good show this year.

The weather

According to Accuweather, there is
no rain in sight in Somerset County Fri-
day night. By nightfall, 10 minutes be-
fore the group is to meet at the memori-
al, the temperature will be dipping from
the day’s high at 77 to reach around 58
degrees by the end of the night. There
are hints of the skies being partly
cloudy. All good.

Why are memorial events
important?

“As someone who belongs to the
younger generation and was almost
three years old when 9/11 happened, I
like to think that my interest in Flight 93
National Memorial is similar yet differ-
ent from the generations who had expe-
rienced this tragic event in our country,”
Claycomb said. 

“It can be difficult to have an emo-
tional connection to something that
you’ve never truly experienced, she
said. “But when you visit Flight 93 Na-
tional Memorial and take a moment to
soak everything in. It really leaves you
speechless.” 

In 2020, Claycomb visited the me-
morial as a college student for the first
time in 2020.

“I often think back and reflect on the
feelings I felt when visiting Flight 93 for
the first time. The memorial spoke to me
in a unique, powerful way that I cannot
describe,” she said. 

Claycomb became an intern in 2022
with Friends of Flight 93. She has en-
countered a passion for the memorial
and learned why it is important to indi-
vidual volunteers, rangers, locals and
visitors who come from throughout the
country and beyond.

Memorial
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Dave Hay honored with third 50-year
milestone

There have been three 50-year mile-
stones in Dave Hay's life this year.

The well-known Somerset County
writer and historian has written for
newspapers for 50 years on May 17. He
and his wife, the former Virginia Long,
celebrated their 50th anniversary on
June 10. And, on Wednesday evening at
the Berlin Area Historical Society, Hay
was honored for 50 years as the lecturer
of Hillcrest Grange.

Under the byline, David R. Hay, 75, of
Somerset, has been a well-known col-
umnist and writer for both the former
The New Republic newspaper and at
the Daily American newspaper, writing
thousands of articles in 50 years while
continuing a full-time career as a postal
carrier with Somerset Post Office. And,
as if all that didn't keep him busy
enough, he planned programs and han-
dled publicity for Hillcrest Grange for 50
years.

Kathy Blough, who coordinated the
event for the Grange, said that she origi-
nally thought about getting a church for
the venue to allow for more space but
Hay told her he didn't think many peo-
ple would attend. The society's outer
room was packed with Hay's family and
friends who spent the evening honoring
him for service not only to the Grange
but to the community in general.

And, in the midst of all the well-
wishers, I had the privilege to speak as
one of many on behalf of Dave Hay, who
I have always considered a kindred
spirit because of our common ground of
newspaper writing.

When I met Hay more than 33 years
ago in the Daily American newsroom,
we struck up a friendship that would be

lasting and many times throughout the
decades, our conversations led us to
what was going on in the news or what
was going on in the newsroom. There
was always so much excitement in that
newsroom and we enjoyed being a part
of it all!

Dave actually started working in the
Daily American newsroom as a photo-
journalist for $63 a week for 14 months
before being drafted into the U.S. Army
during the Vietnam War in the late

1960s. When he came back home from
the service, he went back to the Daily
American for a time but later took a civil
service test and began working for the
postal service in 1970.

But, his love of writing and photo-
journalism stayed with him. He turned
those passions into a way of capturing
the stories of local people and families
and it served him well because he be-
came well known as the publicity per-
son for the Grange news. Each program

he planned for Hillcrest Grange became
a way to weave that information and
photos into a story for the newspaper.
And, the readers loved it!

On Wednesday evening, Dave Hay
expressed how "humbled" he felt for
this honor and how it "amazed" him
that he was able to plan and manage
programs for the Grange for 50 years.
He said Grange was always a "stepping
stone" for him in life. He said how writ-
ing stories "expanded his friendship cir-
cle" and he had an "unquenchable in-
terest in learning about farms and fam-
ilies."

"I enjoyed building friendships along
the way with the other families and in
the end, they became more than just
friends but were like family to us," said
Hay.

Hay discussed the losses in his life
that have made things more difficult in
recent years. He talked about how the
Grange hall was like a second home to
him but was sold to become a private
residence a few years ago. He talked
about the sale of his family's beloved
Blue Lick Valley farm last year. He
talked about the loss of his sister, Linda
Lou Hay, who died April 1, 2022, and
now the most recent loss of his younger
brother, Dan Hay, who died July 27 at
the age of 71 years. "But, we will get
through it," said his wife Virginia and
Dave agreed. Dave gave his wife, Vir-
ginia, credit for all her support for 50
years and how she cooked and helped
entertain their many visitors and
friends.

At the end of the evening, many
gathered to take photographs of Dave
Hay, by the new bookcase donated in
Dave's honor, by the quilt in the histori-
cal society building where Dave has
been the longtime curator, with other
grange members who were also hon-
ored and with his wife Virginia. It was a
celebration of life for a man who has
that unique ability to give his talents
back to the community and give his
friendship to others.

50-year milestone for writer Dave Hay
The Story Never Ends
Sandra Lepley

Guest Columnist

Hillcrest Grange commissioned Craig Engle of Garrett to make a bookcase placed
at the Berlin Area Historical Society for a selection of Dave Hay's binders and
books. Hay was honored Wednesday evening with the bookcase during a
Hillcrest Grange meeting that celebrated his 50 years as lecturer of Hillcrest.
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