
CURATOR'S REPORT 

THE BERLIN AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


JANUARY 9, 2018 


THE HISTORICAL RESIDENCE OF 


MEGAN EVANS 


STONYCREEK TOWNSHIP 




KENETH ENGLEKA'S ESTATE DONATES AN AMAZINGLY, LARGE 

COLLECTION OF BERLIN AND SOMERSET COUNTY HISTORY BOOKS! 


BOARD MEMBER GARY ESTNICK BEGINS THE INVENTORY OF THE LARGE 
COLLECTION OF HISTORICAL BOOKS DONATED BY THE KEN ENGLEKA ESTATE! 

Kenneth Eugene Engleka, a 1958 graduate of Berlin Brothersvalley High School, 
passed away on April 8, 2016 in McLean, VA at the age of 75 years. He was born on January 
30, 1941 in Macdonaldton and was a son of Eugene and Marie Engleka. Ken was an 
enthusiastic life member of the Berlin Area Historical Society with a deep love for history 
pertaining to the Berlin area as well as many other areas of Somerset County. In early 
December, his daughter and son-in-law Jean and Tim Paterson visited Berlin and donated 
Ken's huge history book collection to BAHS. Curator Dave remarked that if we didn't 
already have our amazing historical society, we could have easily started one with the large 
volume of valued history books pertaining to Somerset County that Ken's family donated. 
We are greatly appreciative of his family for remembering us with his books as well as for 
memorials to our endowment fund. 

A complete inventory of the books can be found in our genealogy building. Here is 
an abbreviated listing of many of the books that were donated: Bervalons -1955, 1956, 1957, 
1958 and 1932; Berlin Sesquicentennial 1837-1937; Berlin Area 1777-1977; 'Mongst the Hills of 
Somerset; Atlas of Somerset County; Portrait of a town - Portage; Heffley Civil War Dairies; 
John Deeter of Allegheny Township; Berlin and Brothersvalley Township, 2009; Old Home 
Week Pictorial Book -1908; 3 volume set of Bedford and Somerset Counties; Wily Varmits on 
the Stonycreek; Patriots of Peace - Flight 93; Somerset -150 Years a County by Paul Trimpey; 
Somerset County Outline and Supplement; History of the Church of the Brethren of Western, 
PA; Daily American - Somerset County Pictorial History; Tales from the Allegheny Foot 
Hills; and Little Book of Somerset County Verse. 

Continued on next page) 
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OLD PHOTOS DONATED BY ROBERT 

PLATT 


THE ADAM BENNING FARM IN ALLEGHENY TOWNSHIP 
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LEFT TO RIGHT: MARCY BENNING, FRANK SHROYER, 

WILLIAM BENNING, AND GEORGE BENNING 
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CAROLYN & GEORGE CUSTER DONATE SMALL 

COMMEMORATIVE PLATE! 


ORIGINAL WHITE-FRAMED CHURCH OF THE BERLIN 

BRETHREN CHURCH! 


DONALD "BUD" GROFF'S AUTOGRAPHED BASEBALL! 


VICKI GROFF DONATED HER FATHER'S BASEBALL WITH 

AUTOGRAPHED NAMES OF LOCAL PLAYERS! 




THE FRED AND HANNAH (JOHNS) PLATT FAMILY 


Front row (left to right): Frank I. Platt, Frederick Platt, Jr. ­
father; Ethel (Platt) Miller, Eleanor (Platt) Mitchell, Hannah (Johns) 
Platt - mother, and Charles E. Platt. 

Back row (left to right): Henry S. Platt, Rose (Platt) Boyer, and 
Emily (Platt) Shultz-May. 

Picture taken about 1912 - 1913. Rose (Platt) Boyer was the wife 
of Frank W. Boyer, owner of Mountain View Nursey, along North 
Broadway, Berlin, which originated in 1931. 

This photo was donated by Robert G. Platt, a great grandson of 
Fred and Hannah Platt. 

Fred Platt, Jr. was a son of Frederick, Sr. and Caroline 
(Huchthaus) Platt. Frederick Platt, Sr. was born in Germany and came 
to the U.S. at the age of 25 years. The Civil War veteran's long-time 
wife, Caroline, was also born in Germany. 



WARD M. LEHMAN DURING IDS YEARS AS A TEACHER 

IN THE BERLIN BROTHERSVALLEY HIGH SCHOOL! 


Ward Marker Lehman (1912-1965) and his wife, Margaret, were both 
teachers at the Berlin Brothersvalley Schools before moving on to the 
Meyersdale Area School System. For 24 years, Ward taught at Berlin and 
from the fall of 1959 until his death on July 5, 1965 at the age of 53 years, he 
taught in Meyersdale. 

These pictures were donated by Barbara (Meyers) Craft, Ward's niece. 
Barbara is the daughter of the late Harry and Elsie (Lehman) Meyers. Also 
donated was a certificate from Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge and 
remarks given for Ward Lehman's award from Harry O. Wolfe, Jr. in 1965. 



REAM'S MEAT MARKET, BAKERY AND LUNCH ROOM 

MAIN STREET IN BERLIN 


This picture was found in the box of newspapers and other memorabilia 
donated by Gene and Emily Bittner. It came from the household of Harold E. and 
Harriet (Saylor) Bittner. Could the man pictured on the right have been C. 
Weller Saylor, the father of Harriet Bittner? 

Ream's Meat Market was started in 1890 and operated by John O. Ream, Sr. 
until 1945 when it was sold to William Crowe. Ream's Bake Shop was located in the 
rear of the meat market along Berlin's Main Street from 1916 until 1936. The Bake 
Shop was enlarge in 1924. 

C. WELLER SAYLOR 

C. Weller Saylor (1877- 1957) was a well-known Berlin businessman. He along 
with C. W. Crissinger and George P. Brubaker were several of the officers of the short­
lived business - The Berlin Mercantile Store - that was located where the Philson 
National Bank, The Blue Ridge Theater and other businesses were later located. The 
Berlin Mercantile Store opened in 1904 and went out of business in 1909. The large 
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premIses. 
C. Weller Saylor served as Berlin Borough treasurer for 13 years until his 

resignation on January 1, 1957. He was married to the former Lucy R. Riehl. 



DONATIONS TO ENDOWMENT FUND IN MEMORY OF THE LATE 

100-YEAR-OLD RICHARD D. SARVER! 

is a listing of the persons who have to our in 
honor of our member Richard D. Sarver. The donations total $445.00. 

Barbara West R. 
Frank 

Thomas Mille Lynn (son) and Sarver 
& Marci Moody Caleb grandson) Sarver 

In a 100th birthday gift) son and Lynn and 
Elizabeth presented $100.00 to BAHS in honor of Richard D. 

ALMA BRIDEGUM DONATED $100.00 IN MEMORY OF BRIDEGUM 

NEW LIFE MEMBERS: 

JAMES R. "JIM" HAY 
W. J. AND ALISON (CRONER) 

(PAUL) HILLEGAS - (RUS HILLEGAS IS MEMBER) 
BRANDON HILLEGAS KYLE .........A .. JJI...U.:.' ..... L1 


DAVAMORA 
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BARRY R. LANDIS DONATES KAY ANN COBER PRESENTS 
QUILT! FOOTBALL HISTORY! 

John & Lucille 
Lichvar 

Sports History 
Archives 
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I 
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BARRY R. LANDIS donated a quilt 
from the Larry Meyers estate that was made by 
the late Sally Walls and sold to Larry in the 
1980s. Sally was the mother of the late Ruth 
(Walls) Gindlesperger, the well-known artist of 
Berlin. 

COMBINED DECEMBER 12, 2017 - JANUARY 9, 2018 CURATOR'S REPORT! 

THANK-YOU TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS FOR THE TIME YOU CONTINUE TO 
DONATE TO THE BERLIN AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY. THANK-YOU TO OUR 
PRESIDENT AND OTHER BOARD OFFICERS/MEMBERS FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
SUPPORT. 

We appreciate the genealogical research provided by Stewart R. Saylor and Robert G. Platt and 
the services provided by Carol and Ken Miller as they oversee the Heritage Haus and Robert 
Schmucker for overseeing the Glade one-room school house. We have many special persons we can 
call upon for support, which is a special asset for the Berlin Area Historical Society. 

DAVID R. HAY, CURATOR 
~ 

KAY ANN (LICHVAR) COBER 
presented the soft-cover book, "Greatest 
Moments in Somerset County Football" to the 
John and Lucille Lichvar Sports Archives at the 
Berlin Area Historical Society. 


